Comparative Studies 651X

Winter 2005 

Philip Armstrong 

(armstrong.202@osu.edu)

Wed 1h30-4h18

Office: Hagerty 424

Office Hours: Tues 9h-11h and by appointment

Theories and Concepts of Networks

The course offers an introduction to theories and concepts of networks, with emphasis on the inter-disciplinary scope of networks and their epistemological implications. Subjects discussed will include: genealogies of networks; cybernetics, systems theory, chaos theory and theories of complexity; histories and theories of communication and media; networks, economics, politics and globalization; network theory in sociology and analysis of social movements; cybermarxism and immaterial labor; theories of topology and virtual space; popular science and cyberculture.

Requirements

The course is organized as a seminar discussion around weekly readings.  Students are expected to participate extensively, including class presentations.

Grading: Class presentations and participation (40%); research essay (to be discussed with the instructor) (60%).  

Disabilities

Please notify the instructor at the beginning of the quarter if you have any disabilities that might affect your participation in the course.

Required Texts

The following books are available at SBX (they are also on reserve in the Main Library):  

Bruno Latour, We Have Never Been Modern; Mark Taylor, The Moment of Complexity; Steven Shaviro, Connected; Manuel de Landa, A Thousand Years of Non-Linear History; Henri Lefevbre, Rhythmanalysis; Nick Dyer-Witheford, Cyber-Marx; Pierre Levy, Collective Intelligence.  

All essays included in the syllabus are available on-line from OSCAR at http://library.ohio-state.edu/search, under COURSE RESERVES.  Hard copies are also on reserve in the Main Library.

COURSE OUTLINE

Jan 5

Introduction to the Course:  Theories and Concepts of Networks

________

Jan 12
Bruno Latour, We Have Never Been Modern 

Bruno Latour, “From Networks to Attachments,” Res 36 (Autumn 1999): 21-31

Brian Massumi, “The Political Economy of Belonging and the Logic of Relation,” in Parables for the Virtual, pp. 68-88

________

Jan 19
Mark Taylor, The Moment of Complexity: Emerging Network Culture
Student Presentations on theories of complexity

________

Jan 26
Manuel de Landa, A Thousand Years of Non-Linear History
________

Feb 2
Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari, “Rhizome” and “Smooth and Striated Space” in A Thousand Plateaus, pp. 3-25, 474-500

Steven Shaviro, Connected, or what it means to live in the network society
________

Feb 9
Visiting Speaker: Anand Desai (OSU School of Public Policy and Management)

Kiel , L. Douglas, "Embedding Chaotic Logic into Public Administration Thought: Requisites for the New Paradigm," Public Administration and Management,  Vol. 2 No. 4 (1997), available at  http://www.pamij.com/kiel.html
Manuel Castells, “e-business and the New Economy,” in The Internet Galaxy, pp. 64-115

________

Feb 16
Nick Dyer-Witheford, Cyber-Marx: Cycles and Circuits of Struggle in High-Technology Capitalism (also available on: 

http://www.endpage.org/Archives/Subversive_Texts/Dyer_Witheford/CyberMarx_book/
Gayatri Spivak, “Pax Electronica: Against Crisis-Driven Global Telecommunications,” in Geert Lovink, ed., Uncanny Networks, pp. 74-80

________

Feb 23
Francisco Varela, “The Reenchantment of the Concrete,” in Jonathan Crary and Sanford Kwinter, eds., Incorporations, pp. 320-338 

Niklas Luhmann, “The Autopoiesis of Social Systems,” in Essays in Self-Reference, pp. 1-20

Niklas Luhmann, “Globalization or World Society: How to Conceive of Modern Society,” in International Review of Sociology, Vol. 7, No. 1 (March 1997), available at: http://www.libfl.ru/Luhmann/Luhmann2.html

“Theory of a Different Order: A Conversation with Katherine Hayles and Niklas Luhmann,” in William Rasch and Cary Wolfe, eds., Observing Complexity: Systems Theory and Postmodernity, pp. 111-136

________

March 2
Henri Lefevbre, Rhythmanalysis
Annelise Riles, “Infinity within the Brackets,” in The Network Inside Out, 

pp. 70-91

________

March 9
Pierre Levy, Collective Intelligence
Sadie Plant, “The Future Looms: Weaving Women and Cybernetics,” in Mike Featherstone and Roger Burrows, eds., Cyberspace/Cybernetics/Cyberpunk, pp. 45-64

Papers handed in by Wednesday 16 March 

